“What is the Church of England’s position on ‘vaccine passports’?”

The Church has adopted a clear policy of encouraging people to be vaccinated, but, other
than in very exceptional circumstances, it would be difficult for it to justify limiting access to
church services or organisations on the basis of vaccine passports. Such an approach would
run contrary to the principle of the Church being a home and a refuge for all. Similarly, only
in exceptional circumstances is the Church likely to utilise “vaccine passports” should they
become available in order to facilitate additional services to its members or to the wider
community, preferring to continue to emphasise existing mitigations.

While the Church is, in principle, opposed to making use of ‘vaccine passports’, it should
adopt a flexible approach to their limited wider use with the important caveats that such use
ought to be demonstrably beneficial to society as a whole, protective of the vulnerable in
particular, non-discriminatory in nature and proportionate in use.

For more information please see our submission to the Government's consultation on
vaccine certification.

[This new Q&A was added to the Churches web page Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance on
Thursday 22 July at 16.35.]
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