
What guidance is there for pastoral visiting now to individuals’ homes and care homes? 

With the lifting of restrictions, the rules for visiting people in their homes are largely the 
same as they were before the pandemic, but visitors are strongly advised to take additional 
precautions particularly where any of the people involved in the visit are Clinically 
Extremely Vulnerable. Following Government guidance this may include considering if the 
people involved have been fully vaccinated, social distancing, lateral flow testing before 
visiting, face coverings and making sure there is good ventilation. Holy Communion can be 
given at home but strict hand hygiene should be observed. 

For regular visitors to care homes there is a requirement from the 11th November that they 
are fully vaccinated and show proof of that vaccination. They will also need to comply with 
the requirements of the care home on aspects such as PPE, hygiene and social distancing. 
People do not need to show proof of vaccination or exemption if they are visiting a resident 
who is dying (that is in their last days of life) or they are providing comfort or support to a 
resident following the death of a relative or friend. For more details please see 
the Government’s guidance here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-people-working-or-deployed-in-care-homes-operational-guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-of-people-working-or-deployed-in-care-homes-operational-guidance

