Extract from Chapter 5 of the Living in Love and Faith resource Friendship and the Body of Christ:

“To relate to another person, particularly one who is very different, is always going to be a risky undertaking,
and the history of humanity suggests that harm will occur at times. Making space for the reality of pain and
finding ways to relate across it, is to embody a call to reconciliation, and an essential aspect of the call to be
Jesus’ friends. This, however, does not make harm either inevitable, or something that should be minimised
or brushed aside. We also need to acknowledge the asymmetric nature of harm caused in this area.

When we discuss matters of sexual orientation and gender identity, this question of "harm’ is often raised,
both as a past and present reality, and as a fear for future encounters. As friends of Jesus, commanded to love
one another, the reality that we cause pain and even harm to one another is deeply distressing, and a sign of
our individual and collective sinfulness. A part of the LLF process has been to listen intently to the voices of
LGBTQ+ Christians and recognise the role that the church in all its forms, and the Church of England in
particular, has played in their marginalisation, and at times, in causing deep psychological harm.

However, to talk of harm is complex within the framework of the church. First, there is disagreement about
what "harm’ looks like. For those holding more traditional positions, moral and spiritual harm can be caused
by blessing or agreeing to patterns of life that fall short of the life to which the Gospel calls us.


https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/FriendshipWEB.pdf

